
MMS Summer Reading 2021 

Grade 6 
A Mango-Shaped Space by Wendy Mass 
 
Afraid that she is crazy, thirteen-year-old Mia, who sees a special 
color with every letter, number, and sound (synesthesia), keeps 
this a secret until she becomes overwhelmed by school, 
changing relationships, and the death of her beloved cat, 
Mango. 

 
Becoming Naomi León by Pam Muñoz Ryan 
 
Naomi Soledad León Outlaw and her brother, Owen, have lived 
with their great grandmother, Gram, in California for the last 
seven years. When the mother who abandoned her suddenly 
shows up at Gram’s trailer, Naomi is caught up in a whirlwind of 
challenges and changes. Gram, Naomi, and Owen set off on a 
journey to Mexico to discover the children’s long-lost father, 
Santiago León. Finding her father and participating in a radish-
carving festival help Naomi understand her León heritage. 

 
Harbor Me by Jacqueline Woodson 
 
Six kids have to meet for a weekly chat – by themselves, with no 
adults. In the room they soon call the ARTT Room (“A Room to 
Talk”), they discover it’s safe to talk about what’s bothering 
them including Esteban’s father’s deportation, Haley’s father’s 
incarceration, Amari’s fears of racial profiling, and Ashton’s 
adjustment to his changing family fortunes. 

 
 

  



Grade 7 
The Giver by Lois Lowry 
 
The Giver, the 1994 Newbery Medal winner, has become one of 
the most influential novels of our time. The haunting story 
centers on twelve-year-old Jonas, who lives in a seemingly ideal, 
if colorless, world of conformity and contentment. Not until he is 
given his life assignment as the Receiver of Memory does he 
begin to understand the dark, complex secrets behind his fragile 
community. Lois Lowry has written three companion novels to 
The Giver, including Gathering Blue, Messenger, and Son. 

 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
 
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is 
SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that 
quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering, " announces 
dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin 
brother Jordan are awesome on the court. But Josh 
has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad 
beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse. 

 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
 
It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 
breath. Death has never been busier, and will 
become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside 
of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for herself by 
stealing when she encounters something 

she can’t resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing 
foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books 
with her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the 
Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

 
 

  



Grade 8 
American Panda by Gloria Chao 
 
Four-starred reviews for this incisive, laugh-out-loud 
contemporary debut about a Taiwanese-American teen whose 
parents want her to be a doctor and marry a Taiwanese Ivy 
Leaguer despite her squeamishness with germs and crush on a 
Japanese classmate. 

 
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman 
 
Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a perfectly 
normal boy. Well, he would be perfectly normal if he didn't live 
in a graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with a 
solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living 
nor the world of the dead. 
There are dangers and adventures for Bod in the graveyard: the 
strange and terrible menace of the Sleer; a gravestone entrance 
to a desert that leads to the city of ghouls; friendship with a 
witch, and so much more. 
But it is in the land of the living that real danger lurks, for it is 
there that the man Jack lives and he has already killed Bod's 
family. 
 

 

Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson 
 
Jade believes she must get out of her neighborhood if she’s ever 
going to succeed. Her mother says she has to take every 
opportunity. She has. She accepted a scholarship to a mostly-
white private school and even Saturday morning test prep 
opportunities. But some opportunities feel more demeaning 
than helpful. Like an invitation to join Women to Women, a 
mentorship program for “at-risk” girls. Except really, it’s for 
black girls. From “bad” neighborhoods. 
But Jade doesn’t need support. And just because her mentor is 
black doesn’t mean she understands Jade. And maybe there are 
some things Jade could show these successful women about the 
real world and finding ways to make a real difference. 
Friendships, race, privilege, identity—this compelling and 
thoughtful story explores the issues young women face. 

 



Vincent and Theo by Deborah Heiligman 
 
The deep and enduring friendship between Vincent and Theo 
Van Gogh shaped both brothers' lives. Confidant, champion, 
sympathizer, friend―Theo supported Vincent as he struggled to 
find his path in life. They shared everything, swapping stories of 
lovers and friends, successes and disappointments, dreams and 
ambitions. Meticulously researched, drawing on the 658 letters 
Vincent wrote to Theo during his lifetime, Deborah Heiligman 
weaves a tale of two lives intertwined and the extraordinary 
love of the Van Gogh brothers. 

 
The Uninterrupted View of The Sky 
by Melanie Crowder 
 
It's 1999 in Bolivia and Francisco's life consists of school, soccer, 
and trying to find space for himself in his family's cramped yet 
boisterous home. But when his father is arrested on false 
charges and sent to prison by a corrupt system that targets the 
uneducated, the poor, and the indigenous majority, Francisco 
and his sister are left with no choice: They must move into 
prison with their father. 

 
Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman 
 
Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on 
Earth: Challenger Deep, the southern part of the Marianas 
Trench. Caden Bosch is a brilliant high school student whose 
friends are starting to notice his odd behavior. Caden Bosch is 
designated the ship's artist in residence to document the 
journey with images. Caden Bosch pretends to join the school 
track team but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by 
the thoughts in his head. Caden Bosch is split between his 
allegiance to the captain and the allure of mutiny. Caden Bosch 
is torn. 

 



Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman 
 
Shawn McDaniel's life is not what it may seem to anyone 
looking at him. He is glued to his wheelchair, unable to 
voluntarily move a muscle—he can't even move his eyes. For all 
Shawn's father knows, his son may be suffering. Shawn may 
want a release. And as long as he is unable to communicate his 
true feelings to his father, Shawn's life is in danger. To the 
world, Shawn's senses seem dead. Within these pages, 
however, we meet a side of him that no one else has seen—a 
spirit that is rich beyond imagining, breathing life. 

 
 


